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Research	Question:	Do	equitable	processes	lead	to	equitable	built	environment	outcomes?			
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This	paper	discusses	a	methodological	decision	making	approach	for	local	waterfront	
development	plans	in	informal	areas,	with	a	focus	on	the	participatory	planning	
approach.	The	paper	discusses	challenges	related	to	conflict	of	interest	between	
stakeholders	and	the	local	community.	The	authors	found	that	the	use	of	participatory	
approaches	created	a	sustainable	vision,	a	momentum	for	action	and	political	attention	
within	the	project.	
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This	paper	concludes	that	in	order	to	properly	address	the	social	determinants	of	health,	
issues	of	participation,	politics	of	power	and	empowerment	need	to	be	addressed.		
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This	abstract	introduces	the	Active	Neighborhoods	Canada	project	and	discusses	the	
socio-ecological	levels	which	the	project	works	within	to	empower	local	residents	and	
engage	marginalize	voices.		

	
Boisjoly,	G.,	&	Yengoh,	G.	(2017).	Opening	the	door	to	social	equity:	local	and	participatory	
approaches	to	transportation	planning	in	Montreal.	European	Transport	Research	Review,	9(3).	
doi:	10.1007/s12544-017-0258-4		

The	purpose	of	this	study	was	to	identify	the	barriers	and	opportunities	of	participatory	
planning	approaches	to	actually	promote	changes	in	transportation	planning.	The	
results	of	the	study	found	that	the	process	of	participatory	planning	requires	the	
inclusion	of	clear	social	equity	goals	and	the	use	of	skilled	facilitation	processes.		
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The	city	of	Richmond	California	attempted	to	reverse	the	poor	health	outcomes	of	poor	
and	minority	residents	with	a	health	in	all	policies	strategy	for	community	development.	
The	city	implemented	a	series	of	participatory	planning	projects.	The	process	led	to	
rising	levels	of	resident	satisfaction	with	personal	health	and	the	quality	of	
neighborhood	development.		
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This	paper	examines	participatory	design	ability	to	create	large	scale	sustainable	
changes.	The	authors	found	that	in	order	to	do	so,	it	should	integrate	the	concept	of	
social	innovation	and	use	an	open	process	where	local	projects	and	municipality	interact	
to	achieve	a	larger	vision.		
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Community	based	participatory	research	is	an	approach	that	can	promote	health	equity.	
This	paper	describes	a	CBPR	approach	that	was	used	to	conduct	a	community	
assessment	and	action	planning	process.		

	
	
	
	
	
	


